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PURPOSE: To obtain the medium having excellent 
corrosion resistance without generating film cracking by 
incorporating at least Si, Cr and N into a protective film 
and specifying the content of the Si and Cr, when 
expressed by Si^Cr^, to 0.052x20.4. 

CONSTITUTION: The optical recording medium 1 is 
formed by laminating the protective layer 3 between a 
substrate 2 and a recording layer 4, by which the 
protective layer 3 is acted as an enhancement film to 
enhance the change in the optical characteristics of light. 
The protective layer 3 contains at least the Si, Cr and N 
and the ratio of atomic number of the Si and Cr, when 
expressed by x in Si^Cr^, is preferably 0.052x20.4. The 

cracking of the protective film is substantially prevented 
and the protective property is improved in this way. The 
adoption of a DC reactive sputtering method which 
cannot be adopted in the case of forming a silicon nitride 
film contg. no Cr is possible at the time of forming the film 
of the protective layer 3. The workability in the film 
formation is greatly improved in this way. 
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